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Every
dog owner
has stumbled
on this scene, 
a large, hairy beast
luxuriously
sprawled out,
one perpendicular
foot proclaiming the
perfection
of his blissed-out
state. It’s a sightto make
anyone smile,
no matter howcross
they might be.
This photo of
Django
Skyy Blue
basking in the
morning
Sun Valley sun
on the bed of owners

Howard
& Peggy
Lovering,
instantly lit up
the faces ofevery
Expresso who
saw it, making
it the unanimouswinner
of Idaho Mountain Express’

2012
Valley Pets
photo contest.

AND GUIDE

®

W
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by Katherine Wutz
E x p r e s s  S t a f f  W r i t e r

 The year 2012 marks the 30th anniversary of the Ani-
mal Shelter of the Wood River Valley, Blaine County’s 
nonprofi t, no-kill animal shelter.
 Over the past three decades, the shelter has adopted 
out more than 11,000 pets and has been named one of 
the top nonprofi ts in the valley by the readers of the Sun 
Valley Guide. In addition, a “shelter mutt” was named 
one of the best breeds to have.
 Executive Director Jo-Anne Dixon said the shelter 
has helped foster a paradigm shift in the area, as valley 
residents steer away from purebred dogs in favor of a 
pound puppy. 
 “People are becoming educated as to the value of shel-
ter animals,” she said. “They’re learning that there is not 
always something wrong with the animal, and there are a 
whole lot [of services] we offer to make sure the adoption 
sticks.”
 And stick they did with these four pet owners who 
recently took in shelter animals. From companion cats to 
“dogs with issues,” these valley residents say the shelter is 
the way to go when it comes to fi nding a pet. 

Joyce and Morgana
 Joyce Valenzano, who works at Chapter One Book-
store in Ketchum, said that after her cat died in 2007, she 
was cat-less for several years, but began thinking about 
adopting another feline when she moved to Ketchum last 
year. She said she was prompted to really start looking 
when a big Maine coon cat showed up at the Ketchum 
Korral, where Valenzano had been living for several 
months. It was a sign, she said.
 Though she did not adopt that cat, she went to the 
shelter and immediately knew that Morgana—then 
named Midnight—was the cat she would take home.
 “She came right down from her bed, looked right in 
my eyes, and said, ‘Take me home,’” she said. “I am con-
vinced she is my old cat come back to me.”
 Valenzo said the similarities are in coloring, disposi-
tion and the bond she immediately felt with the shelter 
kitty. Morgana seemed to feel the same way. 
 “I put the carrier on my bed and opened it,” she said. 
“[Morgana] came right out, rolled over, grabbed my face 
and gave me a kiss.”
 That was three months ago, and Valenzano said she 
hasn’t regretted the decision to adopt a shelter cat since.
 “There are just so many cats and so many animals 
that are unwanted,” she said. “I wanted to do what I 
could.”

Rick and Buster
 Rick Sharbinin, a computer technician in Ketchum, 
said he had an experience similar to Valenzano’s when he 
adopted his dog, Buster.
 “I like the rescue part of it for some reason,” he said. 
“You feel like you’re doing a little bit for the world or 
society or just making the world a little better place. It’s 

something you can do 
that is sort of magnani-
mous in a way.”
  Sharbinin said that 
when his previous dog, 
another shelter animal, 
died, it took him some 
time to fi nd another pet. 
And when he decided he 
was ready, he decided to 
adopt a dog that was re-
ally in need.
  “The more they need 
rescuing, the more I’m 
inclined to rescue them,” 
he said. “I didn’t want a 
cute little border collie 

that would be adopted 10 times over. I wanted a dog with 
issues.”
 Buster—then named Todd—is a lab mix that had been 
at the shelter for more than 200 days when Sharbinin de-
cided to take him home. 
 Originally, Sharbinin said, he was looking for a dog 
that was similar in mannerisms and look to his old dog. 
Though Buster wasn’t terribly close, Sharbinin decided 
the dog needed him.
 “Buster needed a home, so I just said, ‘What the 
heck,’” he said. “I asked if I could take him home for the 
weekend, and he just never went back. Sometimes the dog 
picks you.”
 There were a few bumps at fi rst. Unlike his indepen-
dent fi rst dog, Buster was in desperate need of attention. 
 “He was very, very needy,” Sharbinin said. “Even 
now, if you look at him sideways, he’s right there, saying 
‘Scratch me, love me.’”
 Other than that, Sharbinin has had no real challenges 
with his food-driven dog. He walks Buster off-leash, al-

ways keeping a cookie in his pocket in case Buster gets 
distracted and tries to wander off. Above all, he’s glad he 
got a shelter dog.
 “They’re just such good dogs,” he said. “It’s like they 
know they’ve been rescued.”

Liz and Ziggy
 Liz Shumway, a Ketchum resident and ski instructor, 
said her cats seem to display the same gratitude that Bust-
er does.
 “They’re just so sweet and loving,” she said. “I’ve been 
really lucky.”
 Shumway adopted her most recent cat, Ziggy, at 
Thunderpaws Pet Shoppe in Ketchum, which sometimes 
takes in kittens from the shelter and tries to adopt them 
out. Shumway said she had been considering getting an-
other cat, as her fi rst cat, Pixie, had been getting lonely 
at home. Pixie had originally been adopted from Thun-
derpaws as well, so that’s where Shumway returned for 
Pixie’s companion.
 “When I walked in the fi rst time to look, I saw the kit-
tens in the window,” she said. “You know how it is with 
kittens in the window—they break your heart.”
 Shumway didn’t get a cat that day, but she did return 
when the shelter offered free adoption on all kittens last 
October. She went back to Thunderpaws and was quickly 
“chosen” by Ziggy—then named Darren.
 “I picked him up and he was real snuggly and purring,” 
Shumway said. “Instead of being a kitten who wanted to 
jump out of your arms, he just wanted to hang out.”
 Immediately, Ziggy and Pixie became the best of 
friends.
 “I brought him home, and he went straight up to Pix-
ie, nose-to-nose,” she said. “Within three days, they were 
snuggling up together.”
 Shumway said she has always gravitated toward shel-
ter kitties. 
 “I have no interest in getting a high-end cat,” she said. 
“I think the mutts are the best. The kittens I’ve allowed 
to choose me have been fantastic cats.”

Bridget and Libby
 Ketchum resident Bridget Cimino has a slightly dif-
ferent adoption story. She has been volunteering at the 
shelter for more than three years and had no intention of 

getting a dog when a tiny 
Jack Russell terrier mix 
showed up in a kennel 
one day.
   “I saw that cute little 
face, and I just had to get 
her,” Cimino said. “She 
had these huge ears, and 
I think that was it. There 
was just something 
about her.”
   Libby, as Cimino 
named the puppy, had 
been transferred from 
another shelter and 
proved to be a challenge 
at fi rst. Cimino hadn’t 

had a puppy in a long time, and wasn’t quite ready for 
the chewing and housetraining that accompany a young 
dog. Since her adoption, though, Libby has responded 
well to training.
 “She’s a quick learner,” Cimino said.
 She attributes part of that quickness to Libby’s mixed-
breed heritage, which is part of the reason she loves shel-
ter dogs. And, like the other pet owners featured here, she 
admits to a soft spot for animals in need of rescuing.
 “When you volunteer at the shelter, you learn to love 
the homeless,” she said.
 Adopting a dog hasn’t kept Cimino away from the 
shelter. She still volunteers there almost every day, pay-
ing special attention to a pit bull mix named Billie Jean, 
who’s been at the shelter for more than a year. 
 Cimino said it can be diffi cult to see the dogs go after 
she’s bonded with them.
 “You do get attached to them,” she said. “But you’d 
rather see them get a good home than stay at the shelter.”
Katherine Wutz: kwutz@mtexpress.com

Shelter animals
find forever homes

pet's choice

Owners say animals chose them

726-7777   Hwy 75, two miles South of Ketchum   

For appontment call:

726-7777
w w w.svanimal .com

FREE DENTAL SCREENINGS
THROUGH FEBRUARY

NATIONAL PET DENTAL HEALTH MONTH

208-788-2820
182 Gannett Road • Bellevue Idaho 83313

South of Bellevue Kennels
Mark & Gail Henry

Professional Retriever
Training for Field Trials, 
Hunt tests & Gun Dogs
All Breed Obedience

Started & Trained Dogs

Boarding

Golden Retriever Puppies 
Now Available

Quality At-Home Cat Care

CRITTER SITTERS

Vet Recommended
Licensed • Bonded & Insured

788-5762

“A Professional Service with 
Integrity and Kindness 

Since 1993”

chateau
fideaux

721-1400
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Going on a trip?
	 V Œ S [ I | C t ] X | � ] S w ; l
When your dogs go to
Chateau Fideaux
they become my family
during your absence.
• Over 20 Years of pet care,

animal rescue, shelter and
transport experience.

• Affordable rates

All-Breed Grooming
Walk-ins welcome

Self Serve Dog Wash
Home Grooming Available

10th Street Center, Unit A-8
Ketchum, ID 83340
(208) 589-8422

Pet
Salon

LEE ANN’S

Thur–Mon 8–6
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 The criterion for the Valley Pets’ 2012 photo contest was simple: We asked 
pet owners to show us how much their furry or feathered (or scaled) friend 
loves to live in the Wood River Valley. 
 Each and every entry (more than 100 of them) captured a special moment 
for pet and owner, and we couldn’t bear to deprive them all of a moment in 
the spotlight. 
 So, in the following pages are as many of our favorites as we could squeeze 
onto newsprint, placed into fun categories that refl ect various elements of why 
pets (and people) love to live in the Wood River Valley. 
 In addition, every perky puppy and happy horse put forward by his or her 
owner can be found on our online gallery at www.mtexpress.com/pets. And 
no, we’re are not being “speciest”—not a single kitty was submitted this year. 
Cat lovers, consider the gauntlet thrown for 2013.  

Jennifer Tuohy, Valley Pets Editor

Thank You for
Voting Us the 

Best Vet
Karsten Fostvedt, D.V.M

Joshua Frost, D.V.M

St. Francis 
Pet Clinic
10th St. Industrial 
Center •  Hwy 75

208.726.1157
Open 7 days a week

&

Murphy makes a new friend. Photo by Brienne Mabry

The eyes have it. For Winston, life in the valley is pure heaven. Photo by Sarah Sundby

Abby loves being surrounded by children and especially enjoys her visits to Hemingway 
Elementary as a Therapy Dog. Photo by Jana Fitzpatrick

Picture 
perfect Pets
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Accessories for an Active Outdoor Lifestyle
208 .725.0455 •  w w w.sunva l leydog.com

in The Cour t ya rd Bu i ld ing 360 East Eve

 Isabella CaneTM

w w w. isabel l acane.com

Picks from the editor
three puppy entries

we just couldn’t leave out
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Fish out of WaterBest

BEST
DOG GROOMER
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Pet Grooming by Debbie is 
continuing to provide the quality 

service our clients have 
come to expect.

726-7056 • 831 WARM SPRINGS RD. KETCHUM

An old 
hand on 
the water, 
Willy loves 
rafting and 
camping 
along his 
favorite 
Idaho rivers 
with owner 
Janet 
Kellam.

Angie Hansen captures the pure bliss on the face 
of her Bernese mountain dog, Teton, as he relaxes 
in his favorite spot, a kayak on Redfish Lake.

Casper the 
Samoyed 
watches for 
obstacles 
on Redfish 
Lake as his 
“brother” 
Hans skis 
behind him. 
Photo by 
owner Ted 
Howard.

Do you have a GREAT dog? 
Do you want to 

have FUN together?

If your dog is healthy, 
friendly, 

and at least a year old

And  YOU have a 
sense of humor, 
find out more!

J i l l 

Bryson

Leaping Lizards Agility 

Small group classes 
are offered 

May-October, 
weather permitting

Positive training in a 
safe environment
~ All breeds are 

welcome ~

Call Jill 208.788.4750      Hailey

Positive
Puppy
DOG TRAINING, LLC

Private Instruction for:
Puppies
Adoptees
Competition
Problem Behaviors

Fran Jewell
Instructor/Consultant

208-578-1565

info@positivepuppy.com
www.positivepuppy.com

“Idaho’s only IAABC Certified Dog Behavior Consultant”

THE

The Ketchum/Sun Valley Historical Society recently 
conducted an independent survey to determine how to 

inform the Wood River Valley of its programming and ask 
what type of programming they would like to see. 

The result of the survey found that 
88% of people received their information from the 

Idaho Mountain Express Newspaper.

After reviewing the numbers, the board of directors opted 
to increase their advertising in the Express which resulted in 
a 200% increase in visitors to the museum this summer.  

KSVHS
Forest Service Park, Ketchum • 208-726-8118 • www.ksvhs.org

180 First Street • POB 2746, Ketchum 83340

For the Birds
Edible Birdhouses

208.788.5001
colleenpace.etsy.com

colleenpace@gmail.com

F or Your Wild F riends
         this Valentine’s Day
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Mountain Goat 
Impersonator

Best

www.sawtoothanimalcenter.com

View our monthly specials,
live webcam and more! 

At Sawtooth Animal Center our caring Veterinarians 
use the most cost effective methods available to 

help every animal obtain the highest level of healing 
possible for his/her quality of life.

While online make your upcoming reservation at 
our Premier Pet Resort

Visit Sawtooth Animal Center 
for all of your Pets’ Needs

712 N. Main St.
Bellevue

788-4004

726-7777   Hwy 75, two miles South of Ketchum   

P E T  L O D G E

BUBBLE
BATHS

For overnight and daycare, call 622-7387 (PETS)
open 7 days a week

Managed by Betsy Kauder, Idaho’s only Certi  ed Kennel Operator

WE KEEP YOUR PETS 
PAMPERED WHILE 

YOU ARE AWAY

FIELD
TRIPS

Nashoba, a 4-year-old Siberian 
husky, often impersonates the local 
mountain goats on her treks up Sun 
Mountain with owner Scott Tabor.

Cameo strikes a pose as the moon 
sets over Croy Canyon. “She loves 
to climb up on rocks and scan the 
ridges for her coyote boyfriend,” 
owner Sally Kern said.

On a Chocolate Gulch hike 
with owner Susan Buckley, 
Rowdie pauses to admire the 
view on a clear December day.

winners

Brandy 
Baldwin 
poses Ryder 
against a 
bluebird 
sky on a 
hike with 
his owners 
Erika Hanson 
and Merritt 
Baldwin.

W
inner
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Eye of the BeholderBest

Owner Leslie 
Chapman gets 
a unique view 
of Tucker 
inhaling the 
fresh smells of 
the North Fork 
of the Big Lost 
River.

Give the gift 
of love this 
February.

Receive 10% 
off when you 

schedule a canine 
massage &/or 

hikes for 
your dog

this month! 
Space now available for regular week ly hikes.

Call 720.8482

Kerrin McCall
Energy Healing 

for Animals
Nurture optimum life force
Reduce tension and nervousness
Assist in recovery from trauma & surgery
End of life support
Animal EFT 726-5859

“I specialize in communication with
animals and people. Connecting with those
who have passed can help bring closure

and a stronger sense of connection to loved
ones, either animal or human.”

Leslie L. Williams
208-720-9416 or 725-4987

Crash keeps a close eye on Calder Zarkos. “It  
represents my pet’s enjoyment of life in the 
valley because he is waiting patiently to go on 
a walk on the golf course,” Zarkos said.

Owner Jay Freis captured the moment that Snowdoodle 
bounded out of a pesky pile of fresh snow.

winners

Tellington Training Method®

The Balanced Animal

Gentle, positive techniques 
to address behavioral issues, 

improve your pet’s well-being 
and accelerate learning.

208-309-0960
cswanger1@yahoo.com

www.TTouch.com

Clare C. Swanger
Certified Practitioner
Companion Animals

Our grief at losing 
  Sophie Blue is great; 
our joyful memories of her companionship 
  are as vast as the valley she loved.

SOPHIE BLUE 
LOVERING

August 25, 1996 – December 31, 2011

W
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in SnowBest

CASTOR & POLLUX PET WORKS
Natural & Organic Pet Food for Your Dog and Cat.

 • First pet food made with certi  ed organic free-range chicken   
  as the #1 ingredient in both dog and cat formulas that 

meet the NOP labeling regulations
 • No Corn, No Wheat, No By-Products.

 • No Pesticides, No Growth Hormones, 
No Antibiotics.

 • Highly Palatable, Highly Digestible.
 • Prebiotic and Probiotics to Promote Digestion

WE ARE THE LEADERS IN ORGANIC & NATURAL FOOD FOR PETS

SAVE90¢

Curious Catnip
1.oz 
$239

Organix
Beef Jerky

 3.5 oz. 

i
h

o

icken   
hat 
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IT’S NOT PET FOOD. IT’S FOOD FOR PETS. • MADE WITH LOVE IN THE USA

Organix Cookies
Chicken, Peanut Butter, 
Cheese 12.oz $399

Better Food • Better Price • Better Service

SAVE$200

SAVE
$170

SAVE
$250

Cookies
 Cheese or 

Peanut Butter 
16.oz $329

Brienne Mabry illustrates the pure 
joy of Sidney and Hemingway as they 
frolic in freshly fallen snow at 
Sagebrush Arena. “This picture of 
my two geldings enjoying the fresh 
air and room to run proves moving to 
Idaho was the best decision I could 
have ever made,” she said.

“Great Catch!” Greg Wilt got this 
one-in-a-million shot of Boulder 
catching a snowball in Indian Creek.

“Fun!” Lily plows through the 
first snow of the season on the 
Trail Creek golf course. Owner 
Keith Saks says, “If this isn’t a 
smile on her face, nothing is.”

winners

“Like Us” on 
Idaho Mountain Express

Burrowing 
through 
fresh 
powder 
on the 
fox creek 
trail 
makes 
Hailey a 
happy dog. 
Photo by 
owner 
Peggy 
Bates.
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Puppy SupermodelBest

Celebrating 30 Years of Saving Lives
�e Animal Shelter of the Wood River Valley is proud to continue our tradition of 

providing life-saving programs and services to our community and its animals.

�ank you to all of our supporters and friends over the years!  

        Animal Shelter of the Wood River Valley
       100 Croy Creek Road   Hailey ID 83333

      (208)788-4351

      www.animalshelterwrv.org   
          www.facebook.com/AnimalShelterWRV

July soaks up the 
September sunshine 
on owner Lem Sentz’s 
Stanley porch. 
Photo by Tanya Chavez.

Cedar and Koda take in the sights out
Quigley Canyon. Photo by owner Mike Sieritis.

Photographer Diana 
Dudley perfectly 
captures the soulful 
expression of Grover, 
owned by Maggie Acker.

winners

911 N. Main Street – Hailey, ID 83333
Store Hours: 6am – 10 p.m., 7 days a week

Get your pet 
 needs at 
    Albertsons®

2$6for
Milk–Bone   
Soft & Chewy 
• Dog Treats 

5.6 oz. 
• Biscuits 16 – 26 oz.  
• Mar-O-Snakes 

Treats 24 oz. 
• Healthy Favorites 

Treats 18 oz. 
    Selected Varieties 

2

25% 
         OFF 
WholeCare Pet 
Rawhide 
Selected Varieties

$1899
Iams Dog 
Food
15.5 – 17.5 lbs.,
Selected Varieties

ONLY 
$3ea.

Valentine’s 
Gifts for 
everyone 
you love

$1699 

12 Roses 
40cm, 12” stem

EXPRESS YOURSELF...WHEREVER YOU ARE.

Call (208) 726-8060

Subscribe to the Idaho Mountain Express 
and keep up year-round with the news in Sun 

Valley.   So even if you’re half a world away,  
you can still have a little piece of home.

$68 - Mail-out-of-county
$45 - Mail-in-county
$49 - Home delivery 
(Bellevue North to SNRA Headquarters)R
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